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The mission of Adult Care of 

Chester County is to support 

and empower families in their 

caregiving experience by  

offering them a welcoming, 

friendly day service that  

provides state of the art care 

from a highly trained,  

relentlessly competent, and  

compassionate staff dedicated 

to enabling their loved ones to 

physically and cognitively 

thrive so they can remain at 

home for as long as possible.  

First Talent Show in Southern 

On Tuesday, September 16, 2014 our participants at the Southern CC 

Center had the chance to do something they never have before.  Many 

were given the chance to perform in the first ever SCCC Talent Show! 

Earlier this year Penny Hatrick, CMT, our music therapist identified that 

the time was right and re-arranged her schedule in order to provide spe-

cial interest group music activities at our SCC Center.  After working 

with individuals and small groups, she developed the bell choir, drum 

circle and chorus and started rehearsals every Tuesday afternoon.  Sep-

tember 16 was their first performance and the audience (other partici-

pants) loved it. 

This performance gave 

the participants a 

chance to get used to 

the idea of an audience 

and are looking for-

ward to the first 

chance to perform for 

friends and family dur-

ing the Holiday Re-

ception on December 

16, 2014. 

Exton Center at 201 Sharp Lane, Exton, PA 19341  |  610.363.8044 

Southern Center at 500 Old Forge Lane, Suite 503, Kennett Square, PA 19348  | 610.388.1166 
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Celebration Corner 

Happy Birthday this Month 

Participants: Alan S. 10/3, Edith M. 10/5, Robert S. 10/6, 

Richard B. 10/6, Agnes M. 10/13, Joseph D. 10/13,  

Carlene S. 10/13, Vera D. 10/16, Betty L. 10/17,  

Richard S. 10/18, Maurene P. 10/19, Floren M. 10/19,  

Thomas M. 10/20, Elizabeth D. 10/25   

 

Staff: David S. 10/19, Erika N. 10/24, Judy B. 10/30 

Welcoming New Participants 

Exton: Peter D., Dorothy L., Thomas M.,  

Louisa M., Ray S., Amber B. and Mary H. 

Southern CC: Ruth F and Geraldine D. 

 

Staff Anniversaries:  

Margaret Mary  10/22/01 & Shannon  10/7/13 

Caregiver Coffee Hour at Adult Care of Chester County  
 

Looking for a convenient way to get in touch with other local caregivers? Donôt forget that Adult Care of 

Chester County hosts a Caregiver Coffee Hour twice each month. We begin at 10:30 AM and usually end 

around noon on the second and fourth Monday of the month. Come anytime; no registration is required. Feel 

free to bring a friend.  

 

Coffee Hour Topic  

10/13 - Communication tips and techniques reviewed 

10/27 - Planning for the holidays- ways to reduce the stress. 

11/10 - Use of Reminiscing - a great tool for guiding the holiday conversation.  

11/24 - Activities of Daily Living - Bathing, Dressing, Grooming  - simple changes in approach can in-

crease chances of success. 

 

Call Kim at 610-363-8044 for more information. 

Sign UP NOW: Saturday, November 8, 2014  

Coach BINGO is coming to Adult Care of Chester County!  The committee is plan-

ning our fall fundraiser that this year will be a Coach BINGO event.  To keep things 

interesting and meet the needs of our Longaberger Basket fans, we will also have Lon-

gaberger Baskets filled with goodies for raffle.  The committee members went shop-

ping and got great Coach items for BINGO prizes!  We are getting excited about 

this yearôs event! 

In addition to the great Coach items that will be awarded for BINGO prizes, the com-

mittee has assembled some filled Longeberger baskets and other great items to Raffle off.  Plan to be part of 

this fun event.  Bring friends and family.  Doors will open at 5:00 PM and BINGO will start at 6:00 PM.  

Food and beverages will be available for purchase.   

Holiday Schedule 

Monday, September 1, 2014 the centers will be closed  

Thursday, November 27, 2014 closed for ThanksgivingðNote: Centers are OPEN Fri, 11/28. 

Thursday, December 25, 2014 closed for Christmas  

Thursday, January 1, 2015 closed for New Yearôs Day  
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Exton Participant Spotlight: Richard Stokes 

     Richard L. Stokes was born in Monticello, FL, the 4th child of 

ten children born to Bosey and Frances Stokes. His family moved 

to Sanford, FL where he attended school and grew up playing, 

fishing and enjoying the sunshine with his brothers, Louis, Willie, 

David, Wilber, and Mitchell and his sisters, Nellie, Estella, Suzie 

and Annie.  As a young child, he was baptized and attended Allen 

Chapel AME Church. In 1942, Richard moved to Coatesville, PA 

to reside with his Aunt Rosa and her husband, Shephard Noland. 

There, he joined Tabernacle Baptist Church.  Soon after his arri-

val, Richard enlisted in the Army, with some ingenuity as he had 

not reached the legal age of 18eighteen. He fought in the Pacific 

during World War ll and the Korean War.  During his years of 

service, he was stationed in Korea, Germany, Guam, the Philip-

pines, and Iran.  He achieved the rank of Sergeant First Class as 

an Instructor of Automobile Machinists and retired in 1963 with 

20 years of exemplary military service. 

     Richard courted and later married the mother of his daughters, 

Josephine Z. Stokes in 1953. He enjoys telling how he met his 

wife. Reportedly, an army buddy had been communicating with 

Josephine when Richard saw her picture and told his army buddy 

that he was going to take her away from him.  His friend dared 

him to try. After obtaining Josephineôs address, Richard began to write to her and she replied.  Eventually, 

they met and the rest is history. The army buddy was very upset with Richard for stealing his girl. Upon retir-

ing after from the military, Richard and his family lived briefly in North Carolina, Josephineôs home state.  

     Returning to Pennsylvania, Richard worked at Gindyôs, in Lionville, as an auto mechanic until his employ-

ment at the Coatesville Veteran Administration Medical Center (VAMC) where he worked in the laundry, then 

in the paint shop as a painter. He was the first African American to be awarded ñEmployee of the Monthò and 

later, ñEmployee of the Year.ò Richard blazed the way for other African Americans during his employment 

with the VAMC.  He retired in 1984 after 20 years of dedicated service.  

     Tabernacle Baptist Church was Richardôs faith home in Coatesville where he expressed and lived out his 

love for God.  He actively participated in Sunday school as a teacher and student, sang on the churchôs Celes-

tial Tones, Senior, Crusader and Menôs Choirs, and served on the Deacon Board. While serving on the Deacon 

Board, he served as chairperson of Menôs Day and co-chair for Menôs and Womenôs Day.  In addition, he 

served on many committees within the church. He was an advisor for the youth BTU, teaching biblical stories, 

helping youth to become leaders and to serve in the church and community. Richard was honored as ñMan of 

the Yearò in 2002 at the Churchôs 95th Anniversary Banquet.  In 2009, Richard obtained full membership with 

Christian Faith Fellowship Church, under Pastor Ricky Wilson, where he is an ñHonorary Deaconò due to his 

many years of Christian service. 

     Richard joined the Masonic order in 1947. Lily of the Valley Lodge #59 welcomed him into their lodge, in 

1964. He has served as Master and Past Master and has held many other positions of leadership within the 

lodge.  In 1978 he joined Minaret Temple #174.   Richard was active in both lodges until his stroke in 2001.  

He fulfilled a dream by receiving his 33rd Degree, when he traveled to Wisconsin in 2003.  In addition, Rich-

ard has been an active member of, advisor to, and singer with other lodges, OES youth groups, and the VFW.  

He has received numerous honors from these groups and received accolades from the cities of Coatesville and 

South Coatesville.                                                                                                               Continued page 4 
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     Richard is a lifetime member of the Washington Fire Department where he served as Chaplain. In 1973, he 

became the first African American firefighter in Coatesville. He also served on the Washington Hose board as 

recording secretary, trustee and various committees, including chairperson for the Firemen Memorial Service. 

His heart rejoiced when the Department honored him by placing a plaque with his name on a new fire engine 

in December of 2001.  In addition, he has been a past member of the State Fire Police, Chester County Fire 

Police and Coatesville Fire Police. 

     Richard loves people and strives to do his best whenever he can, to make a situation better. In spite of his 

handicap, his motto is: ñWait, God is not finished with me yet!ò  He volunteered for 15 years with the Coates-

ville Food Cupboard; is a lifetime member of the NAACP, and has served on the Board of Directors at the 

Coatesville Community Center.  In the 1960ôs Richard along with several others formed a group called the 

Glenmoore Group, a Christian ecumenical organization whose vision was to bridge the racial gap with their 

respective communities.  Among the groupôs initiatives was a summer day camp for intercity children in a ru-

ral setting. 

     Having never fully retired, Richard was employed by the Coatesville Area School District at the time of his 

stroke. He has not let this misfortune stop him from the love he has for God nor the joy of life.  He continues 

to enjoy fishing, taking long car rides and singing. His latest venture has been to teach himself to play the pi-

ano and relearn to play his coronet. He has received many honors, awards, and certificates from many organi-

zations for his service to his community, church, and organizations.   

     Born in 1923, Richard looks forward to celebrating his 91st birthday on October 18.  He is the proud father 

of five devoted daughters; six wonderful grandchildren and four very active great-grandchildren who all cher-

ish his accomplishments, life stories, faith, and who bid him continued blessings from God. 

Reflections from Southern Chester County Center 

National Adult Day Services Week was celebrated September !5th-September 19th and included: 

Monday September 15th Felicia Benson from "Always Best Home Care" set up An "Antique Road Show" dis-

playing several antiques and collectibles for our seniors.  She has a stand at Creekside Antiques in Downing-

town and our participants thoroughly enjoyed hearing her stories and learning more about antiques.  

Tuesday afternoon was the Talent Show that you read about on page 1. 

Thursday September 18th was a very busy and productive day here in Kennett Square.   

In the morning, Friends Home Choir (of Kennett Square) entertained our participants with familiar tunes and a 

variety of music.  Karen Gatti 

(from Optum Hospice) provided a 

delicious afternoon snack of pret-

zels and dip from Philly Pretzel 

Factory.  In the evening Adult 

Care of Chester County in Kennett 

Square celebrated their thirty-year 

anniversary with an open house.  

We all enjoyed food generously 

provided by donors: 

Michaela Rivera worked diligently 

with participants creating a won-

derful display of photographs cele-

brating the lives of all of our par-

ticipants.  Staff, participants, and 

families enjoyed browsing the pic-

tures on display during the open 

house. 


